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For The Stewardship Of Creation

Protect the Poor:
Ten Reasons to Oppose Harmful Climate Change Policies

As governments consider far-reaching, costly
policies to mitigate human contribution to
global warming, Christian leaders need to
become well informed of the scientific,
economic, and ethical debates surrounding the
issue.

Consistent with the findings of A Call to Truth,
Prudence, and Protection of the Poor 2014:
The Case against Harmful Climate Policies
Gets Stronger, we believe:

1. As the product of infinitely wise design,
omnipotent creation, and faithful sustaining
(Genesis 1:1-31; 8:21-22), Earth is robust, resilient, self-regulating, and self-correcting.
Although Earth and its subsystems, including the climate system, are susceptible to some
damage by ignorant or malicious human action, God’s wise design and faithful sustaining
make these natural systems more likely—as confirmed by widespread scientific
observation—to respond in ways that suppress and correct that damage than magnify it
catastrophically.

2. Earth’s temperature naturally warms and cools cyclically throughout time, and warmer
periods are typically more conducive to human thriving than colder periods.

3. While human addition of greenhouse gases, particularly carbon dioxide (CO.), to the
atmosphere may slightly raise atmospheric temperatures, observational studies indicate that
the climate system responds more in ways that suppress than in ways that amplify CO2’s
effect on temperature, implying a relatively small and benign rather than large and dangerous
warming effect.

4. Empirical studies indicate that natural cycles outweigh human influences in producing the
cycles of global warming and cooling, not only in the distant past but also recently.

5. Computer climate models, over 95% of which point toward greater warming than has been
observed during the period of rapid CO; increase, do not justify belief that human influences
have come to outweigh natural influences, or fears that human-caused warming will be large
and dangerous.

6. Rising atmospheric COz benefits all life on Earth by improving plant growth and crop vyields,
making food more abundant and affordable, helping the poor most of all.

7. Abundant, affordable, reliable energy, most of it now and in the foreseeable future provided
by burning fossil fuels, which are the primary source of CO2 emissions, is indispensable to
lifting and keeping people out of poverty.
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8.

10.

Mandatory reductions in CO2 emissions, pursued to prevent dangerous global warming,
would have little or no discernible impact on global temperatures, but would greatly increase
the price of energy and therefore of everything else. Such policies would put more people at
greater risk than the warming they are intended to prevent, because they would slow, stop, or
even reverse the economic growth that enables people to adapt to all climates. They would
also harm the poor more than the wealthy, and would harm them more than the small amount
of warming they might prevent.

In developed countries, the poor spend a higher percentage of their income on energy than
others, so rising energy prices, driven by mandated shifts from abundant, affordable, reliable
fossil fuels to diffuse, expensive, intermittent “Green” energy, will in effect be regressive
taxes—taxing the poor at higher rates than the rich.

In developing countries, billions of the poor desperately need to replace dirty, inefficient
cooking and heating fuels, pollution from which causes hundreds of millions of illnesses and
about 4 million premature deaths every year, mostly among women and young children. To
demand that they forgo the use of inexpensive fossil fuels and depend on expensive wind,
solar, and other “Green” fuels to meet that need is to condemn them to more generations of
poverty and the high rates of disease and premature death that accompany it.

A Call to Action

In light of these facts,

1.

2.

We call on Christians to practice creation stewardship out of love for God and love for our
neighbors—especially the poor.

We call on Christian leaders to study the issues and embrace sound scientific, economic, and
ethical thinking on creation stewardship, particularly climate change.

We call on political leaders to abandon fruitless and harmful policies to control global
temperature and instead adopt policies that simultaneously reflect responsible environmental
stewardship, make energy and all its benefits more affordable, and so free the poor to rise out
of poverty.

Endorsement

While our signatures express our endorsement only of this Declaration and do not imply
agreement with every point in A Call to Truth, Prudence, and Protection of the Poor 2014: The
Case against Harmful Climate Policies Gets Stronger, we believe that document provides ample

justification for it. We call on scholars, experts, leaders, and citizens to join us in signing this
declaration to protect the poor from harmful climate change policies.

Click to add your endorsement.

Click to view current endorsers.
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